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tenkowski maintains. 24 ipiee τῆν 4: fa ‘ 
The federal government is trying [443 : i Ne ν᾽ Ἢ 
to determine if Rostenkowski illes [$4 het Doe i 
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funds to buy the vehicles and then a Hit 2D “i 
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former employee of Wil-Shore Mo- [4s 
tor Sales Inc., who said the compa: [ { 
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amined for prosecutors, contained [ἢ 
purchase documents and not Icase f°; 
contracts and worksheets. 
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Stiritz was the finance manager for [ἢ 
the dealership from October, 1992, fif8 
until February, 1993. TSAR 
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or knowledge of the Rostenkowski JA BW ἢ 
transactions. Prosecutors asked him PE δὲ : ἀράδα 
to examine the documents and ex- Ὁ Fox ἐπ i 
plain the normal:way business was ΓΝ NOT ict 
done at the dealership. He is one of δες Bie ; 
several former and current Wil- ie : oats 
Shore employees to be aubpoenaed. f δὰ bart 
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he said. The only I¢ase document 
he was shown was the one Rosten- 
kowski filed with the House so that 
Wil-Shore would get paid. . 

Stiritz said he spent Monday and then calls the newspapers to report 
Tuesday in Washington, D.C., with on his testimony.” . 
prosecutors and grand jurors inves- _- Witnesses before a federal grand 
tigating how the vehicles became jury are free to discuss their testi- 
Rostenkowski's personal property. mony, according to federal rules. 

The federal investigation of the ~ Beginning in February, 1987, rec- 
vehicles began after a Jan. 24 το. ords show Rostenkowski billed tax- 
port in the Chicago Sun-Times payers $1,050 a month for “mobile 
questioned whether Rostenkowski offices” he told Congress he_was 
had improperly used his congressio- leasing for two years each. They 
nal expense allowance to acquire were a customized 1987 Ford Econ- 
the two vans and a station wagon. oline van, a 1989 Ford Acrostar 

Rostenkowski has denied any minivan and a'1991 Ford Taurus 
wrongdoing involving the vehicles wagon. 
and his aides insist the vehicles The Sun-Times revealed that the 
were leased, He's also denied alles $1,050 monthly payments made di- 
gations in the House post office rectly to the dealership exceeded 
scandal that he embezzled cash the customary Icasing cost for such 
through transactions disguised as vehicles. And unlike a standard 
stamp purchases. . Tease, the cars were Utled in Ros- 

Robert 5. Bennett, his Washing. tenkowski's name a3 acon as the 
ton attorney, warned Friday night payments started. 
that “people should withhold judg- tiritz was asked by prosecutors 
ment, until all the evidence is in. whether lease cars ever were put in 
ase The congressman is entitled to the name of the person leasing the 
due process, and trial in the press vehicle and he said he responded: 

y and by the press violates that. “It is never done.” He said the title 

“ “You should question the mo. is always kept in the name of the 
tives of someone who goes into the owner; in a standard lease, that 
grand jury and testifies in what is would be the leasing company, 
essentially a secret proceeding and He said putting the car titles 


“ 


ἀμὴν ὙΝ or te, we, 


Fadsreerts 
μὴ a 


Associated Preas 


U.S. Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D-II1.) leaves his office on Capitol til 
Thursday. A grand, jury Is trying to determine. if -Rostonkowskl 
Mogally used $73,000 in taxpayor funds to buy three vohicios. 


immediately in “Rostenkowski's 
name was one of the signs the 
congresaman, was being treated 89 


‘the owner. and not the lessor. Ros: - 


tenkowski also did not list the vehi- 
cles’ as leased on the title spplica- 
tions. : 

He said he was asked about one 
document that could indicate a 
lense: an insurance policy on one of 
the vehicles which listed Wil-Shore 
as a “lessee payee.” Stiritz said this 
meant Wil-Shore would get the in- 
surance proceeds if anything hap- 
pened to the car. 

Stiritz said the files showed the 


purchase prtices-of three vehicles: 


were $25,000 for the Econoline, 
$21,000 for the Aerostar> and 
$25.000 for the Taurus-~close to 
the $25,000 taxpayers paid during 
-each two-year lease periods. 


After the lease periods ended; 


Roatenkowski retained ownership 
of the Econoline van and the Acr- 
ostar minivan. He has maintained 
he purchased the vehicles at the 
end of the leases, using $9,715 in 
campaign funds for the van and an 
undisclosed amount of personal 
funds to purchase the minivan. 
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Tho 1989 Ford Aerostar owned by Rostenkowskl. Fedoral Investl- 
gators sre studying how Rostonkowski acquired the minivan and 
two other vehicles. The minivan Is shown parked near his homo. 


ΠΕ ΝΗ ΒΕΘΕ MOBILESOFRICES τ 


νΆ mobilo office makos sense 
for U.S. Rep. Bill Sarpatius. His 
Texas district is 34,619 square 
mites. 
Dan Roslenkowsk] had one 
of the smatiost districts in Con- 
gress in the last session: some 
33 square milos. Yet for six 
years he charged taxpayors a 
hefty $1,050 a month to lease 
a mobile office. ; 
‘Of: the 23 representatives 
who leased a mobile office In 
__ 1991, *Bostenkowski's _ district 
was the smallest, according to 
a USA Today and Gannett 
News Service study. 
Other representatives lease 


* 


- 


Stiritz said he did not see any 
record of such payments in the files 
he examined. 

Donald Roberts, the owner of 
Wil-Shore, could not be renched for 
comment Friday. He told the Sun- 
Times in the past that Rostenkow- 


ski “bought hie cars from me in a’ 


normal fashion. I don’t know what 
arrangement he has made with the 
government to pay for the cara.” 
ederal prosecutors also ques: 
tioned Stiritz about when the ‘Tau- 
rus wagon was returned to Wil- 
Shore. 
Rostenkowski has said he re- 
turned the wagon in November, 


1992, before the lease was up and 


before the Sun-Times began asking 
questions about the vehicles in De- 
cember. ᾿ 
Prosecutors showed Stiritz a copy 
of the Taurus’ title that Rosten- 
kowski had signed and given to 
Wil-Shore. His signature was dated 
Nov. 13 or 16, 1992, Stiritz aaid. 
He told_prosecutors the car was 
returned in late December or early 
January after Sun-Times inquiries. 
He ssid the day the car-was 
returned, he saw a man who could 


-Winnebago -mobile: homes, to- 


‘to: discuss how he used his 


‘Jater by other employees that Ros- 


mobile olfices, like converted 


service constituents who ‘live 
hundreds of mifes from ‘thelr 
official district offices, Roaten- 
kowski's congressional office 
at the time, at 2148 N. Damen, 
was within 10’ miles: of any 
point 'in his. district. . 

Rostenkowski has doctined 


τοῦτο otficos —two vans and 8 
statlon wagon. 


“_In_addition_to_bis_mobile_of - 


fices, Rostenkowskl also 
charges taxpayers to lease ὃ 
1988 Lincoln Continental -. for 
ddving sround the district. 


t 
Δ Νὰ « 


7 Γι ὍΔ hate Ἀπ 


have been: Rostenkowsk? leavin 
the dealership. He said he was tolc 
tenkowski had returned the .car 
himself that day. ὁ netaca, 
All three vehicles atill are «in 
Roatenkowaki's name, according 
to the Hiinois secretary of state's 
office. " ᾿ς 
All three vehicles νοεῖς ordered 
with trailer hitches and heavy- 
duty auspensions, Stiritz said. The 
Taurus had a radio installed, 8 
remote atarter and an $800 alarm 
syatem, he ‘ssid. aac 
“Stiritz anid he also was asked 
what he knew about Rostenkow- 
ski's use of campaign funds at 
Wil-Shore. He said he had no 
knowledge of those transactions, 
The grand jury also appears to 
be trying to determine if Rosten- 
kowski used campaign"funds to 
acquire personal vehicles at Wil- 
Shore, other sources have said. 
The Rostenkowski for Congress 
Committee paid £68,110 to Wil- 
Shore hetween 1975 and 1988 He 
and his family took tide to many 
automobiles from Wil-Shore dur- 
ing that period. 
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